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MM of Bedlams 
|OBSERVATIONS, 


UPON 


| Every Month and Feaſtiyal 


< in this preſent Year, 1674. 


VVith his General Judgment of the 

 Statethereof, and what is like to Happenin ſeve- 
ral parts of the VVorld, with the Grand Cauſes 

_. thereof. 

[Calculated chiefly for the Aferidian of Great Bed. 
lam, and the Croſs Walks in Moor-felds, where 


the Pole is Elivated many Miles above Senſe or 
Apprehenſion. 


By Tom of Bedlam, Knight of the Frank Horn, 
and Student in Aſatbematical Grmorachs,Whimſies,|, 
— Anicks, and others rare Chywera's. 


Stand back kind Friends, 1 pray now let me Come, 
Now each have Writ their Minds, why not Afad Tom: 
My Wits ſhall Dance like to a Graveſend Wherry, 

To pleaſe the Wiſe and make mad People Merry. 


I with Allowance. 


LON DO N, Printed for B. H. 1674, 


'Tom of Bedlam. 
a 


2EELE2E855 225352228 | 
The Explanation of the Pit nr, | 


Ad I the Arty. to Uſe.che ESA 
So ro impart ſound Wir to ; 
L would adviſe them, to be Wiſe and ary, 
And not like mae, .in all things ro gſearry, 
My Wirs and Fancy, through che World do Flie, 
And in my Thoughts, I ſeem to ſcale the Skie, 
Soppoſing Luna's drv, and fair would Drink, 
for her Por, bur like mc, hath no Chink. 
I wind my Horn that F acobs Staff doth hold, 
And ſec the Srars all gliccering like Gold ; 
One' my Croſs- ſtaff, a Quzdrat you may ſce, 
Bur I forgor ro fer down cach Degree : 
Uponmy Horn, you ſee an Owl dorh fir, 
Th'Emblem of moſt that Almanack 6 Wri 


Ew york % fine ee 
For want of florns,- myCa exp 
Inftead of theſe, 1 wif "Ten Thi 
One fingle Horn heredorh ſup 
Which hath two Vents; like ro ; 
Two Creatures ſtrange, on cither 
To catchat Momus, when he Scoffs ani 
Another placed over the Creſton 
Declares his Spungic Brains are 60 
A Triangle born'\up by three Croſs Strav 


My Cullers quite above my Heed: I Florith, Þ 
In rhe Deſpighr of thoſe that are moſt, Curg) 
My G'obe's the Earth, which 
_ Even from my Birth, and unto it I bend & 
My feath-r'd Plumes towards the Skie are read, 
Iz have Ten Thouland Cratchits in my He 
7 — 


Pp. 


To the Reader; © 


Fubay Lao bigs Bid Read with ſeoruful Eye 
® 1muſt proclaims thee full 4s Mad as I, 
The fillieft things we know-do oftneſt FÞt, 
"And beft Anthors owe more to Luck thas Wit. 
The World's a Bedlam, all Mer run aſtray. 


But every one goug Had 4 ſeveral Way. 
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Tom - Badtans Obſervations 


{o: the Year, 4674+ 


Tow of Bedhis In this Lron "Oi | 
Adventure once upon the publxck "25 
Having liencloſe in Bedlam many a Year, | 
Come at iaft quite void of Wit and Fear. 
Iſce the Learned Write, to ſhew their Wit, 
But ſtill their Art doth oftner failthanHir, 
Mad in my mind to hear the op cry, 


[ hone Wikero few m mple'Skilt, | | 
In nimble turning of the os Gooſe quill: 


{ mention not any ſtrange Prodegic, | 
N or tamper with doubtful Aſtrologie. | 


Others there are whoſe Books will ſhew their name, 


Which do not treat of Nuns and beauteous hy, 
cy 


/ 


And by Arithmarick find 'um j 


| Yom of Bedlanus Ob/eF@tions]- > &eo: 

| They ſpend their time in gazing at the Stars, - 

| Andtell us both of Peace and open Wars; 
They count the Planets, fay they are uneven, 


ſeven: 


Twelve Signs they have appointed to Mans Body, * 
This makes four a piece, the writer was a Noddy : 
1s | Twelvetimes twelve Signs in Londox men ray view, 
You'l then conclude, all that they writ's not true. 
I tell you not the Moons each ſeyeral-name, 
Nor name the Star for fear of gaini 
Nor the F#lip/er, nor no Home-brtad Charms; 
. Except it be young Women in Mensarms : 
we Nor Full, nor Change, nor both, nor any neither, 
Of Froſt, of Snow, nr Hail, nor Cloudy weather. 
| All that is writen may not paſs for Lies, 
If t be not Truth, you'l find it orherwiſe : 
? ----'m ſure 'tis Truth, Laugh and Read it over, 
You'l find 'tis Sixteen hundred ſeventy four. 


Marvel not that no MonthsT her do place, 


Nor yet Week-days, 1 have too little ſpace; 
Eclipſes certainly there'l be ſomewhere, 
And thirteen Aeons within this preſent year. 
Four Terms !ikewiſe wi'l be at Feſtminſter, 
/} -Tocaſetheir Purſes, that do love to Jar; 
| Where not a Lawyer wil! forſake his Fee, 


In ſtead of one, he rather will take three, 


Twe've Moriths alſo, for ſo my Keeper lays, 


In them Three hundred fixty and five days: 
Let me remember, left] ſhould be ſhent, 


Lhis.Year Shrove-T veſday fallech before Lent ; 


C 4 


blame ; 


1 


.- Tomuf iBedlams Gbſervations - 
There ts.a.day of; whichLcanidivine, -. ; /-..... ;\ 
Wherein each Laddothcholea Valentine :., |. 
From Eafer day: two Holy-days.do follow, . ... - - 
Young Men and Maijds;of Spots will koop.& hallow 
The firſtiof: Afar, by: ſore; fair, Sears Lind, 
Young Men and-Maids together;will prove kind : 
Ta'l towering May-poles incach, Town ſhall Rand, 
And-many Villages within this Land ; 

Garlands of;/Flowers deckt, with Ribonds fine, 

A Gliſteringaloft, when thiglorious Sun doth ſhine : 
| Where Pavthe Piper plays unto. the Rout, 

And every: Laddoth lead his Laſs about ; 

To dancea:Hay;; aRound,, a Jige, 

Intwenty weeks, her Belly,1$fuHl bigg ! 

But what ſtrange Phyfick makes her thus to ſwell ? 

B:ſhrow my-Muſe, if Tatall can tell. 


Obſervations upon Woitſuntiae, 
T Here is anqther time of, Sport beſide, 
By Xeungers, called, Welcome M?t/antide; 
do preſage byth' #+rs that ſhine ſocclear, 
Young Men & Maids,ſhall make both mirth & chear. 
Green Trees ſhall flonriſh in ſome country Towns, 
Bumkins will-ſcorn then to be called Clowns ; 
Then Pan appears, their pleaſant Sports to ſee, 
And on his Pipe doth play moſt merrily : | 
After each Lad and Laſs, . their work have done, | 
Untothe green Tree ſtraight away they run; 
© Where cvery Laddoth take-his Lafs byth' hand, 
Amongſt the Rout the which about dom ſtand, 


_—_ as on [;, wy - 


Upon 


_» "#4 "* 


for the Tear, 1674; 
} Upon her Lips he doth Imprint a Kiſs, 
| To meet him half the way ſhe will not miſs : 


- | Sweet Muſick of all forts doth then abound, 


| Thenhand in hand, they dance the Tree arouid 
Then part aſunder and Caper fo high, 

' A Man would think they'd Leap mto the Skie z 

\ They Leap and Skip, being'in a merry ſtrain, 

They meet and Kiſs, then Kiſs and part again : 

Each Lad his Gift oth" Muſick doth beſtow, 

To pleaſe kis Laſs in this Triumphant ſhow : 

Poor Tom ftands by, beholding this ſame Sport, 

That far ſurpaſſes all Delights oth" Court; 

Wiſhing himſelf a Partner in that Bliſs, 

That he might Court the Maids and alſo Kiſs. 

E'retwenty Weeks be paſt, Fle ay a Pot, 

Some Maids prove fick, if their Bellics fwell not ; 

Some Lad is forc't to make his Laſs his Bride, 

For his ſweet Dancing at laſt hir/wniide. 


Obſervations upon the four A narter days. 
| Do obſerve that plain it doth "Pp , 
Four Quarter-days thereare withinthe Year, 

| Which brings to Landlords great joy and content, 
When as Kind Tenants pays to them their Rent. 
 Aarchthe Twenty Five, I underftand, 
Is Quarter-day throughout this Famous Land. 
| The Twenty Five of 7c, as I hear tell, 
| Is Quarter-day, that pleaſeth Landlords well; 
1 This Year on Seprember, the Twenty Nine, 
! Landlords receive their Rents,and drink good m_ 
| nd 


» - | 4 as is bh $ 
n" ; " , | 0 
—— I way Whiwaooegd his 4... 


With,Cayds an4 Dice, throughout this Land ſhall be 
In grez: citeem, wit? High aa! Loy degree : 


Tom of eBedlams Ob ſerv ationg 
and upon Ne:ember, Twenty and One, 
This laſt Quarter [ike the ret is gone. 
Poor i-enants caſe, much I do lament, 
Which by no means great dangers can prevent : 

I do bewail my own, and others-Crimes, 

Not gaining Coyn in theſe ſadIron Times: 

When greedy ions come unto their Doors, 

And gapes or Coy2, and ſoundly at ham Roars : 
Come Fel'ow ? Now come pay to me my Rent, 
Or eife;to-Priion Rraignt thou ſhalt he ſent : © 

When a5 the | enaut theſe. proud words doth hear,” * 

His very hear: begins to quake with fear, 

Thea firt o' 2/1 his, Goods areſtrain'd upon, 

Not having let a Bed for to lie on ; 

His Wi:eaad Cluleren, tender, fick, and poor, 

Half na\4ed,/traitare a;] turu'd our oth* door ; 

Her 11d-bind then in a Priſon js Conhia'd, 

Toead his days, to p:eaſe the Landlords ming. 

I Tom of -8:«/4m: toſuch Lant'orls tell, 

Tha: their Reward ſhall be to, Fry in Hell. by 


gr bra ations noe the fiſt WVe:kh of Chriſtmaſs. 
Pon Decem'e-, dated the Twenty Five, | 
Who ever at that Dy ſhall be Alive; 
The Week be orc {hal. fee:mnch Cattle ſlain, 
The Bod.es upon © »,# mx: to (uſtain, 
I do Preſage, an\ ee Pronofticate, 
There will be Feating, both Eatly and Late ; 1 


Four 


for the Trar, 1674; 


Fout Kiigs together to each Houſe ſhall come... 

And be Ang both of all and ſome ; TY" 

And ſhallbeſeen all i one Company, 

| And much admired o all the Randers by. . 
Four Queens likewiſe, with their beſt Habits og, 

The more to pleaſe the Eyes oth' lookers on : 

Then four brave Fellows, deckt in Collors fine, 

- | -Wait them upon, but yet they drink no Wine; 

* | You mayknow them from amongſt twenty ſcore, 
For by their carriage, they are Knaves all folr : 
And every three of theſe, ten Fo!lowers have; 
All deckt with Collors very Fine and Brave. 

I ſhould firſt have begun withthe New Year, 

But I poor Tow, was dreaming of good Chear ; 

How that-Tenants ſend their Landlords Gifts, ' © 

That need them not, both theſe and other ſhifts ; 

Each Meſſenger a Gift doth then receive, » 

Of Gloves and Ribonds,which their Lord doth pive. 
They ſtay and Dine, and Svp, beforethey part,, 

Go heb, ſuch Lords that wins the Tenants heart : 
Tenants will Thrive under ſuth Landlords, when 

They rack not Rents, but are kind loving men. 


| Of the faur LY uarters of the Trex. , 
| N Ow if Diana certainly wear Garters, 
This preſent Year will ſurely have 4 Quarters, 
Winer, Harveſt, Summer , ani! Spring time, 
| - Excuſe poor Tow that knows not how to Rime; 
In theſe Quarters ſuch varieties there be, 
Of. Railers of cach Sex, ang each Degiee : 


Which 


——. 


Tom of Bedlams .05/ervations 


Whieh eaus'd a Frexchmas for to break his Noſe, 
Alſo the Tears to trickle down his Hooſe : 

In this Conflict brave Gallent men ſhall die, 
When it come to pals, you'l know'tas well asT. 


Of the T welve Months, firf of January. 

Have obſerved by great Care and Truft, 
#t IThe days herein are One and Thirty juſt ; 
4 This Month begins the firſt day of the Year, 
Whe1 men and women dance; and make good chear. 
Great Fires.I'me ſure,, will be in great requeſt, 
Strong Ale and Beer wi'l ſurely be oppreft: 
Warm Beds, hot Broths,good Chear is all in faſhion, 
Both in Loon, and throughout this Nation, 
Cooks ſhops and Ordinaries,: are now in motion, 
The Gallants at the Wine ſhew great devotion: 
Skhop-keepers every one, will wearhis Gown, 
Both inthe City, and in each Free Town. 
Andlet me now, to ſpeak the truth be bold, 
The Weather ſeems not hot, but extream col 
There's one thing more the which I greatly fel 
Fagots and Coal will be exceeding dear.  * 


= 


Februaries Obſervation. 
I Have obſerved by eating Pork and Peaſe, 8} 
This preſent Month hath Eight and Twenty days; 

One thing remarkab'e, I'je not let paſs, © | 

The ſecondday is called Candlemaſs, # 

The twenty four is Matthias, & 
This Month reſembles the laſt Month before,” | 
| Trading, 


Wy 
- 
v/ 


for the Tear, 1674. 
Trading begms for to Revive the Poor 
Shop-keepers,now do gather by their Gain, 
And to the Poor do then Return again ; 
| They fill their Shops exſpecting a rich Spring, 
| To vent their Wares great Profit home to bring. 
One thing byth' way, to note, I'le now be bold, 
The Weather ſeems'to.be exceeding cold : 
| Methinks 1 fee a ſtrange Out-landiſh Fire, 
| That's kindied betwixt a Nx and a Frier : 
'Tis pleaſant ſport when Aars and Venus: be, 
| United both by this Afinity : | 
Both Friers and Nw», they all creep cloſe together, 
; To Faft, and Looſe, or both, or choſe you whether, 
The zealous Monks, that ſeem'to be moft pure, 7 
AsI love Life, do love a Laſs I'me ſure. eu 


His Obſervations for March. 
CEveral darieties of Nzange Alterations in 
this Wonth, cometh to paſs in divers places 
of ths-UWozld, cither in Europe, Afia, Africa, o2 
America, if it happen that'Mars and Luna be in 
conjunctton; foz ſome will be (s rep inf lobg 
with thetr 1dols, that they voto upon, though tiffy ' 
hade Eyes they will not ſ&, any Eats.yit they o 
twill not hear, having Noſes but'ſmell nothing. ' 
Wif any perceivenothing, having a Heart but 
can fel nothing; whichſemeth by my Aﬀrolo- 
Pical'Ryles gathered out of the Learned iiritings 
of. thaſs moſt Excellent and never to be fozgot- 
ten Jnthozs,” Jack Adams, Hobbedibgoby, and - 
Poor: -* 


0 


Tom of Bedlams 06/ervations 
Poor Robin : That Old Men that hads Peang. 
Wives will be mads Ctickboivs, Ponths bs bo-. 
fool'o, Beanty betratd, Wealth will 'be waffe»,” 
and Ulirtne will bs diſhononretzand that Lambs, 
Plas, Caldes, Ge&ſe, Dacks, and Chickons, 
ſhall either 1ivs till they bo at thetr fall Jge, #z 
be k{ll*d fo eaf whilft they are yonngy andalſe. 
that a Ho2ſs is no Wan, c2 a Cock no Hen, x 
Gooſe nos Gander, anda Bull no Cow; and x 
Boar 1s na Bow. | 
The Weather oft will alter with the VVind, 
And thoſe can nothing ſee that arc ſtark Blind. 
Brave News ariveth rom-beyond the Seas, 
VVhich Zng/i/ Men,and Engl/is hearts doth pleaſes. 
The D=tch ſo ſtout, before our Fleet doth bend, 
They'Thave the Rout,and thus this Month doth end. 


Apri's Obſervations. 
is Month the Earth beginneth green to ſhow; 
Adorn'd with Graſs & Flowers,that thereon grow 
Soft and ſweet ſhowres, upon the Earth doth fall, 
Rejoycing the hearts of Men and Beaſts, and all. 
Sweet linging Birds do make ſuch Harmony, 
With moſt ſweet Notes,and warbling towards the 
Pleaſing to God, and alſo to Mankind, (Skie ; 
No Muſick lake to this to pleaſe the mind : 
Part of this Month, perhaps it may prove warm, 
But 2 good Fire will do a man no harm, 
Sy reaſoy that March ts not fin April, {tf pag- 
daceth Gel and tho like effecs, chaf ſome _ 
2 4 « 


| 


| 


. .. for the Tear, 1674; 
vance the Trenchwore withont a Pfpcy any ſoms 
can takeno refit fo2 l@ping, noz cat a \nil meat 
after thoir Sclites be full, noz run fat when 
they are ner able foz to Fand : ne2 a Scviving 
woman fo be quiet f:3 fourten hours in edery 
dap: Nay, maze it fracheth a Foul tc flatterp, 
a Knav: to lys, « Wench fo dance, it makes a 
Wonidier dalonrous, a Conrticr wantey , if 
| will make «a Wiſeman a fol, aud a Fol quits 
\- anfof his wits. | 

Young Lawyers now, ſha'l lay aſide their Books, 
And tempted be by ſome fair Venus Looks : 

Afar: will be angry, and will draw his Sword, 
Valk» to him ſmall ſucker will afford.: 

C pid from Venus ſhall the Trevant play, 

And's ſoundly whipt for ſhooting his Shafts away 


Mays Ob/ernations. 
T vis Donth begins joviaily, ly Bn any 
' Women rejoyce becauſe they put thiar Cat- 
fol to Gzals, young cn {mbzece th:tr wat» - 
hearts, goivg «a Wayingsz the firft tay in the 
mo is ſo-cold, that the young men cover 
the Waids with ſederal green Gowns, and to ſc - 
enrs thefr own hands from the cold, thanft ther 
into the Pairs boſoms : The fir& day 1s /pci:t 
{n Uarietios of wpazts, as A fold you befor. 
Þoms News moze then 92d this Barth 
doth paodnesz Firf, thers will be (nch a fi! cf 


Tansys: that ixcapt thay be young apy fat, Ty 
A jitts 


Tom of Bedlams Obſervations 


little money will be vivven foz them; Hackny 


Ho2ſes wtill hardly þe wo2th their meat, many 
houſes hath ſuch Dogs, that no Seggar var 
come near thetr do2s ; no ſooner is the Mouſe 
at the Ch&ſe, but the Cat hath her by tho back; 
ſome Maidmarians will bs gotten with'Chilr" in 
their flxp, and the Wobby-borſe will be mad that 
the fol winft be the Father. Thers is' great 


talk of ſetting up ſeveral new Taverns,” but it | 


is Tobacco that will vent the old Sack ; mut 
Giverith ts ſpoken; fo that our otwn'-Woth 
Tongne is quits fozgottenz Uſarers are bale 
. mad foz lack of -Qtent foz their Woney; Law 
was never moze out of nſs, noz men moze ont" of 
Waney ; Women put Yen quits onf'of Coin» | 
tenancs ;'a Pot of lo will be' wozth'a'Panny, 
and the Knavs of Clabs will fill maks ons in 
the Stock. 

This Monthdoth end when Ze tt doth begin, 

Of ſome one ſide the Knave oth' Clubs will win; 
There is more Knaves by Sea and Land, 

Then all the World beſide can well withſtand : 

A due ſweet ay, and eke fair Maids fareryel, | 
Good Friers, I pray, let Nuns paſs to their Cell. 


_ Junes Obſervation. 

His Nonth pwonteth a mot ffrange differ» | 

T ent? between” D.cember. January,” and” | 
WBontb ; foz thofs that uſed then to'exy@pzals, 

Dyfters, freſh Herrings,' and gray Praſs;”H | 
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